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The Treaty of Versailles and the Rise of Nazism in Germany, 1918-1933
Introduction
This project focuses on how the
Nazi Party used the Treaty of
Versailles in their propaganda to
identify and create enemies of
Germany after World War I.
Among those made out to be
enemies were the Social
Democrats, the Communists, and
the Jews.

Michaela Yonkman
Dr. Doellinger, Dr. Jensen
Department of History, Western Oregon University

The Source
The Treaty of Versailles (June 28, 1919) was the peace treaty signed
between Germany and the Allied Powers following the end of World War I.
Its most contentious provisions include significantly reducing the size of
Germany’s military, repossessing their colonial holdings, and forcing
Germany to accept full for the war despite not being sole aggressor.

“Article 231: The Allied and Associated Governments affirm and
Germany accepts the responsibility of Germany and her allies for
causing all the loss and damage to which the Allied and
Associated Governments and their nationals have been subjects
as a consequence of the war imposed upon them by the
aggression of Germany and her allies.” [1]

The English translation of the Treaty of
Versailles. Wikipedia.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Versa
illes

In Nazi propaganda the Treaty was portrayed as an imperial move by the
Allies to subjugate Germany, with the new Socialist-led democratic
government being co-conspirators. The Treaty of Versailles was therefore
an existential threat to Germany as a nation and a people.

Conclusions
The success of the Nazi Party came
from their ability to manipulate and
exploit the emotions of the German
people in the turbulent years after
WWI.
In their propaganda the Nazis
turned the Treaty of Versailles into
the antithesis of everything
German. Saving the country and
restoring it to greatness meant
abolishing the Treaty and removing
all threats.

By framing it as a life-or-death
situation, the Nazis justified and
encouraged the use of radical and
violent action against the forces
that engineered Germany’s
downfall.
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